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host. For in the meanwhile other barbarians had broken in, and he could please himself with the belief that his warriors in the West would be recovering it for the Empire.
Almost at the moment when Stilicho was destroying Radagaisius, another host of confederate tribes, Vandals, Suevi, Burgundians, and Alans, burst into Gaul. The Burgundians abode in the regions of the Upper Rhine and the Upper Rhone and Saone; but the bulk of the host, in 409, when Alaric was at Rome for the second time, struck southwest and crossed the Pyrenees, though a considerable proportion remained in Gaul. When Athaulf marched to the West, the Vandals and Sueves were already establishing their dominion in Spain.
And in the meanwhile, also, the soldiery in Britain, disgusted by the farther withdrawal of troops to strengthen the armies of Stilicho, and left to do their best on their own account to resist the attacks of Picts, Scots, and Saxons, nominated an Emperor of their own. Con-stantine, the third in rapid succession of these Emperors, of "Tyrants," sought to expand his dominion and revive the old idea of a separate Gallic Empire. In 407 he crossed to Gaul to establish his power, taking with him more large bodies of the auxiliary cohorts of whom the army in Britain was now entirely composed, the last Roman legion having been withdrawn by Stilicho. Constantine himself was overthrown by the Imperial troops under the Illyrian captain Constantius, aided by Athaulf the Goth. But Constantius betook himself to Italy to marry the sister of Honorius, and to obtain for himself the position of co-regent; and the Goths, first under Athaulf and then under Wallia when Athaulf was killed', restored the Imperial supremacy in Aqui-tania and in Hither Spain, or, in other words, set up their own dominion there with their capital at Tolosa, the modern Toulouse.
It Is to be observed that there was no formal evacuation of Britain. The very considerable body of troops which had been left there after the drafts upon the island by Maximus, Stilicho, and' finally Constantine, still remained there. But no reinforcements were sent, notification was made that none would be sent, and no attempt was made to bring Britain again within the sphere of the Imperial government. Left to itself, it seems to have broken up into a congeries of principalities tinder local magnates incapable of presenting an organized and united resistance either to Celtic or to Teutonic invaders from across the seas. In the strictly technical sense, Britain was not evacuated, but for all practical purposes the departure of Constantine for Gaul had the effect of an evacuation.
Without interferences from the central government, the Burgundians gradually spread, establishing themselves over the greater part of the valley of the Saone and Rhone, and the adjacent territories east and west Thq Goths mastered most of Southern France, and in Spain drove the Sueves before them into the north-western > corner